YLDP session with Dr. Robert Patterson
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The 5th session of YLDP took place at the India House with a magnificent and inspirational guest speaker, Dr. Robert Patterson. As the VP of Offshore Projects Americas for Shell, Mr. Patterson has had the opportunity to serve as the leader of “part of an amazing team that makes dreams come true”.  The Perdido project, which was conceived in 1996, is now an environmentally safe structure that can drill over 8000 ft deep and produce more than 100,000 barrels of oil a day. As Mr. Patterson shared the inspiration for such an accomplishment and the various forms of opposition he and his team have had to overcome, the YLDP students gained an understanding of the importance of science and technology and the vast possibilities it has for bettering our lives. He shared with us why his job is to make Big Dreams become Big Realities; he showed us what it takes to make dreams come true. In doing so, Mr. Patterson explained the importance of distinguishing between a problem and a dilemma. A dilemma represents intended and unintended consequences that can have both positive and negative impacts.
When  talking about science and technology, it is easy to think back to your biology or chemistry class, but Mr. Patterson took  us a step further by showing that science isn’t just about a chemical formula or a classification of a species, but it’s also about what you can do with that knowledge. While accomplishing technological successes, it is important to recognize that our actions affect not only ourselves, but everyone around us, and that it is necessary to be aware of the far reaching consequences of our technological achievements. Robert Patterson truly inspired us all not only by celebrating technological breakthroughs but also showing how to patiently deal with setbacks. He took us on a journey through his life, and showed us how context has such a key role in how people’s lives play out, for example, he applied to law school twice, and he had a professor who advised  him that his talents could be served better  in science & technology. He battled his fight with Cancer, with encouragement from his wife whom he had met when he was working a dishwasher in their family’s Chinese restaurant, talk about adorable! I think that it is safe to say that Mr. Patterson not only showed us some of the advancements of his company, Shell, but he also showed us what it means to be a leader, and sometimes, the unconventionality of a leader is what makes them so special.
YLDP students Avanthika Gopal, Keerthana Pakanati, Gaurav Dhume, Khushi Parihar, Tejaswi Veerati, Natasha Kumar, Isha Deo, and Rajni Bhavasar all contributed to this article.
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